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There is no foundation for the charge of British bad faith.   CHAP.
Salisbury, Balfour and Chamberlain had consented in view of. L:^1' .
the exaggerated visions of the Kaiser and his Wilhelmstrasse,  ^T' 62-
to provide for the German hypothesis of a Portugal "falling
to pieces". The earnest desire of British statesmanship to avert
that dissolution was plainly and repeatedly declared. The Prime
Minister in one of his first talks with the German ambassador
on the matter said that by human reckoning Portugal might
remain for centuries in possession of her colonies.1 Hatzfeldt
himself "repeated the earnest desire of the German Government,
which he knew we shared, that the integrity and permanence
of Portugal should be assured".2, Balfour is the next witness:
I stated with great emphasis, and more than once, that my chief
anxiety was to spare the susceptibilities of Portugal. It was almost im-
possible to enter into an agreement such as that now contemplated
without suggesting the idea that the contracting parties desired the
eventual dismemberment of Portugal's Colonial Empire. So far as Her
Majesty's Government were concerned, however, this was the direct
opposite of the truth. It was our earnest wish to maintain the integrity
of Portugal, and it was only in the event of our being unable to attain
this result that ulterior eventualities had to be provided against. Count
Hatzfeldt assured me that his Government were not less anxious than
our own to maintain the status quo in South Africa.3
Hence in the first paragraphs of the Anglo-German Treaty
itself the two Powers solemnly proclaimed their desire to pre-
serve "the integrity and independence" of Portugal. Not only so.
They went on immediately to make all the operative part of the
Treaty contingent on Portugal's own "request" for financial
assistance on the security of her colonial assets. This, after all,
is the final answer to Billow's charge of "perfidious duplicity".
He imputes what he contemplated. Failing Portugal's voluntary
request, what then? To substitute force would have been buccan-
eering procedure, reducing the Jameson Raid by comparison
to a peccadillo. This never was, and never could have been,
1  Grosse Politik, vol. siv. First Part,    conversation with the German am-
p.  270.  (Hatzfeldt to the Wilhelm-    bassador.
strasse, June 21, 1898.)                            3 British Documents, vol. i. p. 62
2  Chamberlain Papers. Salisbury's    (Balfour   to   Laseelles,   August   11
account, dated July 29,  1898, of a    1898).
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